HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
tear of centuries and badly need repair and overhaul.
This fifth pillar is formed by Great Britain's great
wealth invested abroad. No other country in the
world has so much money invested outside its own
frontiers. Great Britain has money invested in all
corners of the world, and although the total annual
revenue from these investments may appear small when
it is compared with the revenue from industrial pro-
duction, it must not be forgotten that the revenue from
British investments abroad is supplementary. In fact
it is unique of its kind and it represents the character-
istic structural feature of the British economic system
as a whole.
So long as Great Britain continues to possess this
great wealth invested abroad, as long as interest and
profits continue to flow back into the Motherland from
abroad, and as long as the capital sum itself does not
seriously decline, Great Britain has not much to fear
economically.
What was the origin of this British wealth? A
hundred years ago the answer would have been : India.
A tremendous stream of wealth poured into Great
Britain from India, where the wealth of centuries had
accumulated. The founders and agents of the East
India Company, which was formed in 1600, earned
millions in India, and laid the basis of great fortunes
which still prosper to-day. However, the times in
which India was plundered, and in which India and
all other colonies were looked at purely and simply
from the standpoint of how much could be squeezed
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